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Minutes of the Joint St. Anthony Pastoral Council & Finance Committee 
Wednesday, August 2, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 
St. Anthony Parish Center 
 
 
Members Present: Mary DeFoe, Mary Freitag, Greg Montgomery, Bob Boehm, Rich Rydberg, and Ryan 
Schug. 
Also present: Fr. John Gerritts, Deacon Steve Linton, and Building Committee Members: Steve Mann, 
Brent Craine. 
 

I. Meeting was called to order by Mary DeFoe at 6:30 p.m. 
 

II. Opening Prayer: Fr. John Gerritts led the Council and Committee’s in prayer. 
 

III. Deacon Steve advised the committees that a piece of plaster ceiling had fallen in the west 
stairwell prompting the closing of the stairwell due to another larger piece of ceiling that 
appears ready to fall. Considering all the other issues the building has, Deacon Steve advised 
he was concerned about the overall safety of the building and is questioning how much longer 
we should continue to use it before somebody gets hurt. Deacon Steve spoke with Fr. John 
Gerritts about the issue, who in turn reached out to Bishop Powers. Bishop Powers met with 
Deacon Steve and toured the building on July 30, 2021. At the conclusion of the tour Bishop 
Powers advised he would support a decision to close the building due to safety concerns if 
parish leadership feels that is the necessary action. Bishop Powers did suggest the parish have 
a final mass at the church before moving to the parish hall. 

 
The committees discussed the various concerns with the building in its current state. 
Structural concerns due to water infiltration, mold, rot, and poor air quality were the biggest 
concerns. The question was asked regarding what kind of attendance we would have if we 
announced a final mass in the building. Everyone believed it would most likely be a full house 
upstairs and down. The committee came to the consensus that this was not a good idea given 
its concerns about the building and concluded it should be closed immediately. 
 
Fr. John suggested instead of having a final mass inside the church, we could have a mass 
outside of the church. He felt this would be important for the community as a way to grieve 
the loss of the building. Fr. John drafted a letter of announcement of the closing of the church 
to be read by members of the committees at the upcoming weekend masses. 

 
IV. Motion to adjourn was made by Mary DeFoe and seconded by Greg Montgomery. Motion 

called and approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 
Dcn. Steve Linton 
Parish Life Coordinator 


